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REPORT. 


It  is  now  obHgatoiy  on  the  Magistrates  of  every 
county  to  provide  Asylums  for  the  Pauper  Lunatics 
within  their  several  jurisdictions.  This  important 
duty  is  rendered  imperative  hy  the  statute  8  &  9 
Vic.  cap.  126.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  this 
enactment  Magistrates  were  at  liberty,  if  they 
thought  fit,  to  provide  this  accommodation ;  and  the 
Magistrates  for  this  County  can  reflect,  with  much 
satisfaction,  that  they  availed  themselves  of  this 
permission ;  being  influenced  in  their  decision  by  the 
conviction  that  it  was  a  measure  of  enlightened 
humanity  ”  and  of  wise  economy  ’’  to  gi^e  to  the 
most  afflicted  portion  of  their  fellow-creatures  in 
the  county  the  advantages  which,  the  experience  of 
other  counties  had  taught  them,  could  only  be 
obtained  in  a  public  establishment. 

In  October  1837,  the  Court  of  Quarter  Session 
directed  that  an  Asylum  should  be  built,  and  a 
Committee  of  Magistrates  were  appointed  to  super¬ 
intend  the  execution  of  the  work. 

The  first  duty  of  this  Committee  was  tO'  deter¬ 
mine  the  number  for  which  it  would  be  desirable 
that  provision  should  be  made.  Prom  returns  made 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissions  and  from  other 
sources,  they  ascertained  the  number  of  pauper 
Lunatics  belonging  to  the  various  parishes  in  the 
county  to  be  as  follows :  —  200  males,  and  304 
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females, — total  504 ;  of  whom  323  were  Lunatics, 
and  181  Idiots.  Of  the  total  number,  247  were  in 
licensed  houses,  and  257  in  workhouses  or  with 
their  friends,  being  considered  harmless. 

After  much  consideration  and  enquiry  the  Com¬ 
mittee  concluded  that  an  Asylum  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  150  males  and  200  females  would  afford  all 
the  accommodation  that  would  be  required ;  they 
therefore  adopted  plans  and  entered  into  contracts 
for  these  numbers.  In  the  progress  of  the  work, 
however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  various 
alterations  in  the  plans,  by  which  the  accommodation 
originally  proposed  was  considerably  diminished, 
and  when  the  buildings  were  completed  and  opened 
for  the  admission  of  patients,  in  June  1841,  they 
were  capable  of  containing  only  300  Lunatics. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  Asylum  on  the 
31st  Dec.,  1841,  was  280,  of  whom  120  were  males, 
and  160  females.  The  necessity  for  providing  addi¬ 
tional  accommodation  being  already  felt,  a  large 
room  near  the  laundry,  which  had  been  differently 
appropriated,  was  converted  into  a  dormitory ;  and  a 
variety  of  alterations  were  made  in  the  towers  of 
the  Asylum,  by  which  they  were  rendered  capable 
of  containing  a  greater  number  of  patients.  By 
these  means  the  establishment  was  made  sufficient 
for  327  Lunatics. 

On  the  31st  Dec.  1842,  there  were  in  the  Asylum 
136  male  and  188  female  patients,  making  a  total 
of  324.  But  it  became  necessary,  at  that  time,  to 


provide  still  farther  accommodation,  a  large  base¬ 
ment,  therefore,  on  the  females’  side  of  the  building, 
originally  intended  for  a  workshop  or  a  place  for  exer¬ 
cise  in  wet  weather,  was  converted  into  a  dormitory. 
The  corresponding  basement  on  the  males’  side  was 
also  similarly  converted  a  short  time  afterwards,  and 
by  these  changes  the  Asylum  was  rendered  capable 
of  containing  383  Lunatics. 

PATIENTS  IN  THE  ASYLUM. 


i 

1 

i 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

December  31,  1843  . 

160 

223 

383 

„  „  1844  . 

179 

223 

402 

„  „  1845  . 

180 

221 

401 

„  „  1846  . 

181 

221 

402 

„  „  1847  . 

173 

223 

396 

„  „  1848  . 

188 

212 

400 

The  Committee  reported  to  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Session,  in  Jan.  18J6,  that  although  there  were  and 
had  long  been  in  the  Asylum  nearly  20  more 
patients  than  could  conveniently  he  accommodated, 
there  were  no  fewer  than  289  pauper  Lunatics  in 
the  county  for  whom  admission  was  required.  They 
also  reported  that  they  had  been  very  urgently  soli¬ 
cited  by  the  officers  of  several  of  the  largest  parishes 
in  the  county  to  increase  the  Establishment,  so  that 
all  the  patients  belonging  to  these  parishes  might 
he  received ;  as  in  consequence  of  all  the  licensed 
houses  in  Surrey,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Metro¬ 
polis,  being  quite  full,  the  patients  for  whom  they 
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required  admission  were  necessarily  sent  for  care  and 
maintenance  to  private  asylums  in  distant  counties. 

The  necessity  for  increased  accommodation  was 
admitted,  and  at  the  General  Quarter  Session  held 
in  June,  1846,  plans  were  approved,  which,  after 
much  investigation,  have  been  carried  into  effect, 
and  the  work  is  completed. 

In  the  original  buildings  181  males  and  187 
female  patients  can  now  be  conveniently  accommo¬ 
dated  ;  the  large  room  near  the  laundry,  converted 
into  a  dormitory,  having  been  restored  to  its  original 
use,  and  a  few  separate  sleeping-rooms  having  been 
destroyed  for  the  enlargement  of  the  chapel.  The 
new  buildings  are  capable  of  conveniently  accom- 
modating  181  male  and  277  female  patients.  There 
is  therefore  ample  provision  in  the  county  for  826 
patients,  and  the  number  might  be  extended  to  880 
patients  by  submitting  to  a  little  inconvenience  in 
the  dormitories. 

The  necessity  for  such  additional  accommodation 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  great  and  sudden 
increase  of  insanity  in  the  county,  although  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  this  distressing  malady  is  advanc¬ 
ing  beyond  the  general  increase  of  population. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  were  504  pauper 
Lunatics  in  the  county  in  1837,  when  the  Asylum 
was  directed  to  be  built,  and  there  were  at  that 
time  about  50  patients  in  Bethlem  Hospital  belong¬ 
ing  to  parishes  in  Surrey,  for  nearly  a  moiety  of 
whom  application  for  admission  into  the  county 


7 


Asylum  might  reasonably  be  expected  on  tbeir  dis- 
cbarge  from  tbat  Institution  uncured,  tbe  propor¬ 
tion  of  cures  there  being  generally  a  little  more 
than  50  per  cent.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  tbat 
when  the  Asylum  was  opened  in  1842  no  provision 
had  been  made  in  it  for  at  least  245  patients,  for 
whom  admission  might  at  that  time  have  been 
required.  The  Committee  have  also  reason  to 
believe,  that  since  the  Asylum  has  been  opened,  and 
the  advantages  it  affords  to  Lunatics  have  become 
known  and  recognised  throughout  the  county,  many 
poor  insane  persons,  long  previously  neglected  at 
home,  have  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
parish  ofldcers  and  readily  acknowledged  to  he  suit¬ 
able  for  admission  into  the  Asylum  and  a  partici¬ 
pation  in  that  judicious  medical  care  and  kind  moral 
treatment  which  it  is  the  rule  of  the  Establishment 
to  extend  to  all  its  patients. 

The  discovery,  in  this  manner,  of  Lunatics  never 
before  known  to  the  parish  officers,  and  the  obliga¬ 
tion  that  now  exists,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
8  &  9  Vic.  cap.  126,  of  sending  all  pauper  Lunatics 
whatever  to  a  county  Asylum,  if  there  he  one,  will 
account  in  a  great  measure  for  the  apparently  rapid 
increase  of  the  number  of  insane  poor  in  the  county, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  on  the  part  of  the 
Magistrates  to  provide  proportionate  additional  ac¬ 
commodation. 

The  amount  allowed  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  additional  buildings  was  £47,000, 
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which  has  been  borrowed  on  the  seenrity  of  the 
county  rates,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been 
expended  is  fully  detailed  in  the  audited  statement 
of  ^Receipt  and  Expenditure  (No.  1),  there  being  a 
balance  in  hand  at  the  completion  of  the  work  of 
£1686  2,9.  11^.  which  has  been  retained,  as  capital, 
for  the  payment  of  wages,  and  such  other  debts 
as  become  due  before  the  parishes  can  be  required 
to  pay  their  quarterly  accounts  for  maintenance 
of  patients.  Erom  this  balance  £88  13,9.  Od.,  for 
furniture,  not  yet  paid,  has  to  be  deducted. 

A  copy  of  the  Balance  Sheet  presented  to  the 
Court  in  Oct.  1842,  in  which  the  original  eost  of  the 
Asylum  is  shewn  in  detail,  is  also  annexed  (Table 
No.  2,)  with  a  parallel  column  in  which  is  inserted, 
in  like  detail,  the  expenses  that  have  now  been  in¬ 
curred  in  providing  the  additioual  buildings;  so  that 
the  total  cost  of  the  Asylum  for  erection  and  outfit 
may  be  seen  at  one  view :  and  at  the  foot  of  this  Table 
is  entered  the  total  amount  that  has  been  paid  by 
the  county  for  the  repair  of  the  Asylum  from  its 
erection  to  the  31st  Dec.  1849. 

The  annexed  Table  (No.  3)  shews  the  various 
heads  under  which  the  expenditure  for  repairs  may 
be  classified,  with  the  cost  of  each.  The  expense 
that  has  been  incurred  for  repair  of  steam  apparatus, 
for  improving  the  ventilation  of  the  buildings,  for 
castings,  bricks  and  timber,  and  bricklayers’  and 
carpenters’  wages,  may  appear  considerable,  but  it 
is  susceptible  of  ready  explanation. 
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In  tlie  first  place,  it  will  be  remembered  that 
the  Asylum  was  capable  of  containing,  when  it 
was  opened,  only  300  patients,  but  by  important 
alterations  in  many  parts  of  it,  it  was  rendered 
sufficient  for  383  patients,  before  any  application 
was  made  to  the  Court  for  its  authority  to  effect 
a  more  extensive  enlargement.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  the  cost  of  these  alterations  is  included  in  the 
foregoing  Table  (No.  3). 

Secondly,  on  opening  the  Asylum  it  was  found 
that  the  construction  of  nearly  all  the  windows  was 
imperfect,  and  that  the  ventilation  of  the  Estab¬ 
lishment  was  far  from  being  satisfactory.  These 
evils  were  remedied  by  the  introduction  of  a  large 
number  of  new  cast  iron  window  frames,  on  an 
improved  principle,  and  by  the  insertion  of  more 
than  1100  copper  ventilating  casements  in  the 
various  windows  throughout  the  Asylum.  In  this 
manner  the  expense  for  castings  and  for  improving 
the  ventilation  was  in  a  great  measure  incurred. 

Thirdly,  it  was  the  design  of  the  architect  that 
the  Asylum  should  be  warmed  by  steam,  and  for 
this  purpose  cast-iron  steam  pipes,  4  inches  in 
diameter,  were  laid  down  under  the  flooring  of 
every  part  of  the  building,  at  a  cost  under  the 
original  contract  of  more  than  £2000. 

These  pipes  were  not  of  sufficient  strength  to 
bear  the  pressure  to  which  they  had  to  be  exposed ; 
they  consequently  burst  very  frequently,  sometimes 
with  great  violence.  Euriug  the  first  two  winters 
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after  the  Asylum  was  opened,  engineers,  brick¬ 
layers,  and  carpenters,  were  almost  constantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  repairing  injuries  done  in  this  manner 
both  to  the  pipes  and  to  the  building. 

As  there  were  no  means  of  warming  the  part  of 
the  Asylum  in  which  a  breakage  of  this  kind 
occurred  until  it  was  completely  repaired,  (generally 
occupying  about  4  days)  it  became  necessary  to 
cause  fire-places  to  be  made,  and  fires  to  be  kept  in 
every  day-room  for  patients,  and  in  several  of  the 
galleries.  By  this  arrangement  much  of  the  steam 
piping  was  found  to  be  unnecessary,  and  it  has  been 
entirely  removed  from  every  basement,  day-room, 
and  tower.  It  is  now  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  the  galleries  in  the  original  building,  and  it  has 
been  renewed  with  stouter  pipes  throughout  nearly 
its  whole  length. 

In  this  manner  a  considerable  part  of  the  sums 
enumerated  in  Table  No.  3,  under  the  heads — lie- 
pair  of  Steam  Apparatus,  and  Bricklayers’  and  Car¬ 
penters’  Wages,  has  been  expended. 

In  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings  the  incon¬ 
veniences  of  the  original  structure  have  been  care¬ 
fully  avoided,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
after  a  short  time  the  amount  required  from  the 
county  for  repairs  will  be  proportionately  less  than 
it  has  hitherto  been ;  at  the  same  time  it  must 
necessarily  be  at  all  times  considerable.  A  building 
covering  nearly  seven  acres  of  ground,  and  contain¬ 
ing,  as  does  the  Surrey  Asylum,  1022  windows,  619 
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doors,  163  fire-places,  38  cisterns,  25  baths,  270 
water-taps  and  stop-cocks,  307  gas-burners,  with  an 
extensive  apparatus  for  cooking,  and  washing  and 
drying  linen,  and  in  which  nearly  40,000  gallons  of 
hot  and  cold  water  are  distributed  daily  by  steam 
power  through  more  than  4000  yards  of  lead  piping, 
can  be  kept  in  repair  only  at  a  great  expense,  espe¬ 
cially  when  it  is  considered  that  it  is  occupied  by 
nearly  800  persons,  most  of  whom  being  patients, 
act  generally  without  judgment,  and  sometimes 
with  violence. 

The  Committee,  however,  assure  the  Court  and 
the  County  that  the  Expenditure  of  the  Asylum 
with  regard  to  repairs,  and  in  every  other  respect, 
shall  be  conducted  on  the  most  economical  system 
that  is  consistent  with  the  comfort  and  proper  care 
of  the  patients,  and  they  trust  they  will  receive 
from  all  who  visit  the  Asylum  a  continuance  of 
those  expressions  of  approbation  which  have  hitherto 
cheered  and  encouraged  them  in  the  performance  of 
their  important  duties. 


HENRY  KEMBLE,  Chairman. 

\ 


JOHN  EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM  SHADBOLT, 

SAM.  PALMER, 

WILLIAM  CUBITT, 

THOS.  PUCKLE, 

R.  HUTTON, 


E.  PENRHYN, 

WM.  NOTTIDGE, 

J.  FORBES  YOUNG, 
JOHN  JEFFERY, 
CHAS.  FRANCIS, 

J.  W.  FRESHFIELD. 


[Table, 

SURREY  COUNTY 


]0 

J  /W 


Dr.  CASH  ACCOUNT  for  the  Erection  of  ADDITIONAL 


To  Amount  of  Loans  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  General 

Quarter  Session .  47000  0  0 


/ 


^£47000  0  0 


STEPHEN  BRIDGLAND, 

Clerk  and  Steward. 
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No.  L] 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


BUILDINGS,  Jrom  2\st  August,  1847,  to  \^th  Dec.  1849.  Cr. 


By  Amount  of  Contract  for  Additional  Buildings  £36525  0  0 
Ditto  Alterations  and  Additions .  243  11  2 

Ditto  Ground-work . . . . 

Ditto  Architect’s  per  Centage  on  amount  of  Contract  and 

Ground-work,  at  4  per  cent . . .  . .  . . 

Ditto  Clerk  of  Works . 

Ditto  Official  Referees  and  District  Surveyor. . 

Ditto  Police  . 

Ditto  Additional  Gate-keeper . 

Ditto  Additional  Works,  found  to  be  neeessary,  and  reported 
from  time  to  time  to  the  General  Quarter  Session. . 
Ditto  Additional  Cooking  Apparatus,  new  Drying  Closets 

for  Laundry,  and  sundry  Fittings . 

Ditto  Furniture  for  400  Patients,  Attendants,  and  Officers 
Ditto  Hardware,  Tinware,  and  Earthenware,  for  ditto  .... 
Ditto  Clothing  and  Bedding  ditto  .... 

Ditto  Advertizing  . 

Ditto  Coals  and  attending  Fires  previous  to  opening  .... 

Ditto  Cartage  of  Water . 

Ditto  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and  ineidental  Expenses  . . 

Total  Payments . 

By  Balance  of  Cash  carried  to  the  General  Asylum  Account, 
as  Working  Capital  . . . 


£ 

s. 

d. 

36768 

11 

2 

765 

0 

9 

1491 

0 

0 

216 

4 

0 

41 

19 

2 

129 

0 

0 

53 

2 

0 

1266 

16 

9 

639 

5 

7 

2007 

14 

6 

242 

3 

2 

1355 

2 

11 

19 

8 

6 

157 

12 

7 

110 

14 

0 

50 

2 

0 

£45313 

17 

1 

1686 

2 

11 

£47000 

0 

0 

Audited  and  found  correct, 
21th  December,  1849. 


HENRY  KEMBLE, 

JOHN  EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM  SHADBOLT, 

W.  HUTTON, 

WILLIAM  CUBITT, 


SAMUEL  PALMER, 
J.  FORBES  YOUNG, 
WM.  NOTTIDGE, 

E.  PENRHYN. 
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[Table 

Dr.  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  of  the  Committee  of  Visitors 


Original  Bldgs.  Additional  Bldgs. 
£  s.  d.  ^  s;  d. 

To  Amount  of  Loans  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  General 

Quarter  Session  .  90000  0  0  47000  0  0 


Total  amount  paid  by  the  County  Treasurer  for  Repairs,  from 
the  erection  of  the  Asylum  to  31st  December,  1849  . 


£8370  10  8 


15 


No.  2.] 

for  the  Erection  of  the  Surrey  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Cr. 


Original  Buildings. 


Additional  Bldgs. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

se  s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

y  Purchase  of  Freehold  estate  at  Springfield . 

9750 

0 

0 

Conveyance,  Redemption  of  Land  Tax,  and  Interest. .  . . 

427 

13 

9 

10177 

13 

9 

Less  received  for  sale  of  Old  Buildings . . 

1192 

4 

4 

8985  9  5 

Buildings,  Machinery,  Ground  Works,  Fences,  &c.,  viz. — 

Amount  of  Contract  for  the  Buildings  . 

39373 

0 

0 

36525 

0 

0 

Do.  Concrete  . . 

2223 

4 

2 

Do.  Alterations  &  Improvements  in  the  general  construction  716 

15 

10 

243 

11 

2 

Amount  of  the  Builders’  Contract . 

42313 

0 

0 

Additional  Works  necessary  to  complete  the  Building  . . 

5690 

14 

7 

1266 

16 

9 

Drainage . 

737 

15 

0 

For  rendering  the  Central  Building  fire-proof  . 

2460 

19 

2 

Materials  brought  and  used  in  the  Buildings,  subsequent 

to  the  completion  of  the  Contract  . 

505 

10 

9 

Commission  to  Mr.  Mosely,  the  Architect  ..  £1530  11  6 

Commission  to  Mr.  Lapidge,  County  Surveyor,  19 08  17  9 

3439 

9 

3 

1491 

0 

0 

Salary  to  Clerk  of  Works,  &c . 

395 

2 

3 

216 

4 

0 

Premium  for  Plans,  and  Cost  of  Models  . 

293 

14 

6 

Law  Charges  for  Drawing  Contracts,  &c . 

138 

8 

1 

Levelling  Ground  for  Building,  removing  excavated  Earth, 

Making  Roads,  Gravelling  and  Turfing  Airing-Courts, 

Oak  Fence,  &c . 

1981 

5 

5 

765 

0 

9 

Sinking  and  Completing  Well,  Cost  of  Pumps,  &c . 

1263 

13 

1 

Kitchen  Garden  Wall,  inclosing  eight  acres . 

1574 

6 

9 

Gas  Apparatus,  fixing  ditto,  and  Gas  Fittings . 

1509 

6 

8 

Steam  Engine,  fixing  ditto,  with  extensive  Apparatus. .  . . 

2545 

11 

6 

639 

5 

7 

Warming  Apparatus,  fixing  ditto,  &c . . . 

2009 

9 

9 

Hot  Water  Apparatus  for  Laundry,  Bath,  &c.  and  fixing  do. 

608 

15 

1 

— 67467  1  10 

Furniture,  Clothing,  Fixtures,  Fittings,  Turnery,  Linen, 

Glass,  Earthenware,  &c . 

7514  19  3 

3605 

0 

7 

Expenses  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  includ¬ 
ing  Salary  to  the  Clerk  of  Committee,  Wages,  Coals 

for  Airing  Wards,  Housekeeping  Expenses,  &c .  1373  13 

Less  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  &  Rent  of  Land  received  880  16 


4i 


Garden,  Farm,  Repairs  on  ditto,  Cost  of  Implements,  &c. 


Balance  due  to  the  Asylum  for  Maintenance,  £1835  3  2 
Ditto  Farming  Produce  sold .  121  7  6 


492  16 
906  11 


9i 


561  18  3 


85366  19  1  45313  17  1 


House  Stores  and  Provisions  in  hand,  as  per  valuation. 
Clothing  in  hand  ditto 

Cattle  and  Farming  Produce  in  hand  ditto 

Exchequer  Bills 


Cash  at  Bank  of  England. 
Cash  in  Steward’s  hands  . 


1956  10 
236  14 
732  11 
746  13 
2000  0 
718  8 

24  3 


8 

10 

7 

0 

0 

3 

5 


Balance. . 


1686  2  11 


6415  1  9 

Less  amount  due  to  various  Tradesmen .  1782  0  10 


4633  0  11 


A  correct  Extract  from  the  Books  of  the  Asylum, 

STEPHEN  BRIDGLAND,  Clerk  Steward, 


£90000  0  0  47000  0  0 


16 

[Table,  No.  3.] 

A  List  of  all  Sums  for  which  Orders  hare  been  made  for  Pay¬ 
ment  upon  the  County  Treasurer^  in  pursuance  of  the  9th 
Geo,  cap.  40,  sec.  33;  and  the  and  9th  Vic.  cap.  126, 
sec.  26,  since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum  in  1841,  to  31s^ 
of  December^  1849. 


£  s.  d. 

Castings  .  597  4  11 

Repair  of  Steam  Apparatus .  1069  5  11 

Smith’s  Work  .  138  14  7 

Ironmongery .  366  7  5 

Repair  of  Gas  Apparatus  .  "  276  14  3 

Improvement  of  Ventilation .  426  6  6 

Tithes  and  Taxes .  301  0  1 

Bricks,  Lime,  Stone,  Slate,  Sand,  and  Gravel  .  1045  7  4 

Repairs  of  Locks  and  Bells .  213  13  3 

Paint  and  Oil .  418  18  11 

Plumber’s  Work  . .  343  9  0 

Glass .  133  5  8 

Timber .  466  19  4 

Insurance .  82  9  3 

Cocks  and  Taps .  257  13  7 

Bricklayers’ Wages  . 1264  10  3 

Carpenters’  Wages  .  695  1  2 

Miscellaneous  .  43  0  6 

Drainage  .  130  3  9 

Well  Work  .  100  5  0 

^£8370  10  8 


A  correct  Abstract  from  the  Books  of  the  Asylum, 

STEPHEN  BRIDGLAND, 

Clertc  and  Steward. 


Printed  at  Batten’s  OflSce,  Clapham  Common. 
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